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15 international Comics Festival

SALON STRIPA

SKC Belgrade Sep. 28" - Oct. I 2017

SKC HAPPY GALLERY * KRALJA MILANA 48 * 11000 BELGRADE + SERBIA * WWW.SALONSTRIPASKC.RS



STUDENTS CULTURAL CENTER BELGRADE / HAPPY GALLERY
15TH INTERNATIONAL COMICS FESTIVAL

September 28th - October 1ST, 2017
OPENING OF THE FESTIVAL

THURSDAY, Sep. 28, 2017. Main Hall SKC

19:00: OPENING OF THE FESTIVAL EXHIBITIONS
20:00: AWARDS CEREMONY
19:00-21:00: ACCOMPANYING PROGRAM - OPEN COSPLAY COMPETITION FOR BEST COSTUME, BEST CHARACTER CHOICE AND CHARACTER DISPLAY FROM THE WORLD OF COMICS / AWARDS BY GRAPHICS STUDIO EDGE ART, COMICS PUBLISHERS AND THE ORGANIZER
GUESTS OF THE FESTIVAL:

· GIAN ALFONSO PACINOTTI – GIPI (it)
· DEJAN NENADOV (RS/nl)
· Olivier Dobremel – DOBBS (FR)
· NICOLAS GRIVEL (FR), Guest of Komiko Publishing, Novi Sad, Serbia
· VJERAN JUHAS (HR)
· VIBOR JUHAS (HR)
FILM AND ANIMATION:

· ANDRIJANA RUŽIĆ: ANIMATED FILMS OF ŠPELA ČADEŽ (SI), lecture / screening 
· VELJKO KRULČIĆ (HR): “Z as… Zavisha, B as… Becker ”,  documentary film about Žarko Becker
SPECIAL AWARDS AND PRIZES:

SPECIAL AWARD FOR GENERAL CONTRIBUTION TO SERBIAN COMIC STRIP

Winner: Marko STOJANOVIĆ, Leskovac, Serbia

(Jury for Award for General Contribution to Serbian Comics:  Slobodan Ivkov, Chairman; Milosav Pješčić, Member;  Aleksandar Uzelac, Member)

“SREĆKO JOVANOVIĆ” –   AWARD OF DEČJE NOVINE DOSITEJ PUBLISHING HOUSE AND GORNJI MILANOVAC MUNICIPALITY

Winner: Nikola MASLOVARA -MASLI, Gornji Milanovac, Serbia
AWARD FOR THE BEST PUBLISHER OF DOMESTICALLY ORIGINATED COMICS 2016/2017: Winner: KOMIKO, Novi Sad
AWARD FOR THE BEST PUBLISHER OF FOREIGN COMICS EDITIONS IN SERBIA 2016/2017:  Winner: DARKWOOD, Belgrade
(Jury for Publishers´Awards: Slobodan Ivkov, Chairman; Vasa Pavković, Member; Pavle Zelić, Member)

ANNIVERSARIES OF SERBIAN COMICS SCENE:
· 85 years since the launch of Veseli Četvrtak magazine and appearance of Mickey Mouse in serbian comics
· 80 years since the launch of Veseli Zabavnik magazine 
· 65 years since the relaunch of Politikin Zabavnik  magazine
· 40 years since the first comics exhibitions in Serbia, SKC Belgrade
· 25 years since the launch of comics magazine Throne
· 25 years of Đorđe Lobačev  School of Comics and Illustration 
· 15 years of the International Comics Festival, SKC Belgrade
· 10 years of comics series Vekovnici
CONTEST OF THE 15th INTERNATIONAL COMICS FESTIVAL:

Jury composed of: Boban Savić GETO, comics artist and illustrator (chairman); Dragana STOJILJKOVIĆ, scriptwriter; Željko PAHEK, comics artist and illustrator; Milan MILETIĆ, comics artist; Aleksandar ZOGRAF, comics artist, will give following awards on september 28th, during the opening ceremony: Grand Prix,  Award For The Best Traditional Style Comic, Award For The Best Alternative Comic, Award For The Best Script, Award For The Best Graphics, Special Jury Award For Inventiveness, as well as Awards For The Authors Up To 15 Years Of Age: Young Lion Special Award, Special Jury Award For The Best Idea, Special Jury Award For Maturity And Imagination And Special Jury Award For The Youngest Author.
EDITOR’S WORD:
International comics festival is the festival of the ninth art, organized and led since its beginnings in 2003 by the Happy Gallery of Student Cultural Center (SKC) Belgrade, as a part of its regular program. The festival is a non-profit event; it represents the largest and the most comprehensive comics project in Serbia and one of the most important meetings in the field of the ninth art in the region.

After a series of attempts to revitalize the comics, one of the most prolific artistic disciplines in the Serbian culture on the official artistic and aesthetic scene, the Student Cultural Center, as one of the primary participants in this initiative, managed to introduce into its regular annual program all manifest expression forms of the ninth art, as one of its strategic ideas.

As a remainder, back in 1977, exactly 40 years ago, the first professional exhibition of comics in Serbia was held in the SKC under the title Fiction – comics – society. It was conceptually created by Ljubomir Kljakić, and accompanied by two voluminous theoretical studies in the catalog of the exhibition, written by the author himself and Ješa Denegri.  

Since its founding, and in every decade of the last century, the SKC was indeed a relevant place for contemporary art, especially alternative forms of artistic expression, conceptual art and rock'n'roll. During the past decade and a half of our century, its activities were in an authentic way, and again on the international level, marked at the domestic artistic scene with its program of the ninth art. 

In the best tradition of its brilliant historical experiences and in precisely provided program space, for the past 15 years the International Comics Festival of the SKC is being held with exceptional successes. It is conceptually based on the international competition of authors of all ages from all countries of the world, presence of the most relevant comics artists worldwide, re-evaluation of domestic comics scene from its beginnings to the present, affirmation of the domestic comics publishing and young artists, and popularization of comics and related expressions, such as animated film and illustrations.

By emphasizing the artistic character of comics and the concept of presenting comics as an emphasizis of fine arts in gallery spaces, the uniqueness of this festival is also reflected in the presentation of comics of special artistic poetry to the audience, through exhibitions and awards for inventiveness, thus breaking stereotypes about this art medium.

In the past fifteen around 2000 authors from 57 countries worldwide took part in the Festival competition. Among them, more than 700 participants were in the “15 years of age or below” category. In the non-competitive part of the program guests of the festival were most distinguished artists worldwide, as well as winners of the Special award for the lifetime achievement and contribution to the Serbian comics scene. 

In an effort to achieve the required level of quality of the programs, preparation of each edition of the festival required hard work and huge investments.

Thus, in order to maintain the festival as an event of international importance, the management of the SKC, led by director Slavoljub Veselinović, began to invest significant infrastructural and financial resources in the festival, succeeding not only to maintain it, but also to further advance it, while striving to gather at one place, and at the international level, the unquestionable qualities of the comics, and through this event, to give the ninth art the elitist level and vocation, which it deserves per se.

This year's jubilee – 15th anniversary of the International comics festival Salon of Comics will be marked with the exhibition of the winners of the festival contest – Grand Prix 2003-17, which will present the awarded works of all previous festival contests in the past 15 years.

As an exclusivity of this year's festival program, one needs to mention appearance of the Italian master of graphic novels - Gipi (Gian-Alfonso Pacinotti), a great retrospective exhibition (40 years of work) of Dejan Nenadov, Serbian artist who recently returned from the Netherlands, and as a true treasure, presence of French scriptwriter Dobs (Olivier Dobremel), who is sought-after for collaboration by many domestic artists.   

Our comic audience can familiarize themselves with achievements and graphic poetry of Gipi, who once acquired the status of the most important contemporary Italian comics author, in the graphic novels printed by Novi Sad based Komiko publishing house. In cooperation with the Komiko, this year’s festival will also greet French manager, editor and publicist Nicolas Grivel.

A lecture by Nicolas Grivel on the French contemporary comics industry, overview of the portfolios of young concept-artists, animators and character designers, as well as the premiere screening of the animated film Nighthawk by Špela Čadež, are just some of the rarities of the festival program 2017.

Špela Čadež, Slovenian author of puppet films, is this year's winner of the Grand Prix in the category of short animated film at Animafest in Zagreb. Presentation of her work and screening of her films, in the selection of Italian critic Andrijana Ružić will be another program exclusivity for the local audience.

International comics festival is traditionally being held from Thursday to Sunday during the last week of September. The program of the 15th festival will be conducted from September 28, to October 1, 2017 in all galleries of the SKC. All programs are free and profiled for visitors of all ages.

Welcome to the Student Cultural Center, to our biggest festival of the ninth art. 

Miki Pješčić, editor of the festival
P R O G R A M  O F  T H E  F E S T I V A L:

Thursday, Sep.  28, 2017
15:00 – 22:00, SKC Happy Center: COMICS MARKETPLACE
19:00, OPENING OF THE FESTIVAL EXHIBITIONS 2017
· Happy Gallery: CONTEST 2017 – EXHIBITION OF THE AWARDED COMICS

· Small Hall: CONTEST 2017 – EXHIBITION OF THE COMICS SELECTED BY THE JURY

· Gallery of SKC: Dejan NENADOV (Srbija/Holandija), retrospective exhibition of the guest of the festival. Author of the exhibition Vuk Marković
· Main Hall: GIPI (Italy), Selection from Serbian editions (Komiko, Novi Sad), author of the exhibition Vuk Marković 
· New Space: GRAND PRIX 2003-2017 / WINNING ENTRIES FROM THE PREVIOUS CONTESTS OF THE FESTIVAL, Anniversary Exhibition
· Circus Gallery: Marko STOJANOVIĆ – winner of the Award for general contribution to the Serbian comic strip, documentary exhibition

19:30, Accompanying Program / COSPLAY 2017 
20:00, Main Hall: OPENING AND AWARDS CEREMONY
Friday, Sep. 29, 2017.
11:00 – 22:00, SKC Happy Center: COMICS MARKETPLACE
17:00, Main Hall: ANNIVERSARIES:  10 years of the comics series VEKOVNICI
18:00, Main Hall: Vjeran JUHAS, Vibor JUHAS (Croatia): Comics club from Pula and launch of album Mr. Joe, (Mrkli Mrak/Big Joe Studios, Pula, 2017)
19:00, Main Hall: Nicolas GRIVEL (France), guest of Komiko Publishing, Novi Sad, Serbia: FRENCH COMICS INDUSTRY TODAY, lecture
20:00, Main Hall: GIPI (Italy): introducing guest of the festival
20.45, New Space: GIPI (Italy): album signing
21.15, Main Hall:  Documentary film about Žarko Becker: “Z KAO... ZAVIŠA, B KAO... BEKER“ / “Z as… Zavisha, B as… Becker ” author: Veljko Krulčić; camera: Robert Kalčić and Silvio Mirošničenko; montage: Sara Gregorić; production: „Art 9“, Croatia, 2017; length: 19 min 

(In the film appear: Borivoj Dovniković Bordo, Zdravko Zupan, Žika Bogdanović, Krešimir Zimonić, Dušan Gačić and others)

Saturday, Sep. 30, 2017
11:00 – 22:00, SKC Happy Center: COMICS MARKETPLACE
12:00 – 16:00, New Space: Nicolas GRIVEL (France), guest of Komiko Publishing, Novi Sad, Serbia: Portfolio review of character designers, concept designers, 2D animators, visual concept artists
16:00, Main Hall: Comics magazine STRIPOLIS, (Kulturni centar, Zrenjanin, Serbia), launch 
16:30, Main Hall: Jovan GVERO: "NOVI SAD COMICS WEEKEND", promotion of the festival
17:00, Main Hall: Zoran DJUKANOVIC: 70 YEARS OF LUCKY LUKE – TWO STORYTELLING GENIUSES  RENÉ GOSCINNY & MORRIS, lecture
18:00, Main Hall: Marko STOJANOVIĆ – winner of the Award for general contribution to the Serbian comics, introducing the laureate
19.00, Main Hall: Olivier DOBREMEL – DOBBS (France), introducing guest of the festival
20.00, Main Hall: Dejan NENADOV (Serbia/Netherlands), introducing guest of the festival
20:45, New Space: Dejan NENADOV (Serbia/Netherlands), album signing
21.15, Main Hall: Andrijana RUŽIĆ (Italia): ANIMATED FILMS OF ŠPELA ČADEŽ (Slovenia), lecture / screening  (Mate to Measure, 2004, 6:50' / Lovesick, 2007, 9:00'/ Boles, 2013, 12:00'/ Nighthawk, 2016, 8:45')
Sunday, Oct. 01, 2017
11:00 – 22:00, SKC Happy Center: COMICS MARKETPLACE
16:00, Main Hall: FRONTLINES – WORLD WAR ONE 1914-1918 / BOOK FIVE (System Comics Belgrade 2017), launch of the album. Speakers: Milenko Mišić, Dejan Stojiljković, Aleksandar Zolotić, Milan Jovanović and others
17:00, Main Hall: Zoran DJUKANOVIC:  "My 7 essays about Hugo Pratt – changes in the reception of comics in last four decades", lecture 
18:00, Main Hall: SLOBODAN IVKOV: THE CENSORSHIP OF COMICS IN YUGOSLAVIA AND SERBIA, lecture

19.00, Main Hall: AWARD OF THE FESTVAL FOR BEST PUBLISHER OF FOREIGN EDITIONS IN SERBIA 2016/17: DARKWOOD, Belgrade, promotion of the publisher
20.00, Main Hall: SAKURABANA BELGRADE, promotion of the society activities
 (International Comics Festival reserves the right to modify the program)

(Galleries are open from 10:00 to 20:00)
GUESTS OF THE FESTIVAL 2017:
GIAN ALFONSO PACINOTTI – GIPI (it)
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Gipi (the pseudonym of Gian-Alfonso Pacinotti) is one of the most renowned Italian cartoonists of all time. He was born in Pisa in 1963. His comics have been translated into several languages and have been awarded numerous prizes in Italy and abroad, including the Gran Guinigi, Micheluzzi, Margouillat and Goscinny Awards.

In 1994 he began publishing short stories on satirical Italian magazines while working as an illustrator for the publishing industry and international press. His graphic novel Notes pour une histoire de guerre (“Notes for a War Story”) came out in France in 2005, and then was published in Italy and in the United States, winning the Goscinny Prize for Best Script and Best Album at the prestigious Festival International de la bande dessinée d’Angoulême in 2006, which further consecrated his work at the international level. Gipi created Gli Innocenti (“The Innocents”) for the Ignatz Series and this work earned him an Eisner Award nomination and a Max & Moritz Prize (2006).

After creating and directing various independent short films, in 2011 Gipi released his debut feature-length movie L’ultimo terrestre (“The Last Man on Earth”), produced by Fandango, and premiered at the 68th Venice International Film Festival.

His most recent graphic novel, Unastoria (“Astory”) (Coconino Press, 2013), became the first comic book in Italy ever to be nominated for a major literary prize. Being shortlisted for the Strega Prize sparked an incendiary debate in the national media about the literary value of comics. Unastoria was also a bestseller for several months.

Gipi has long been an avid gamer and game designer. In 2015, he invented and illustrated a card game named Bruti, which became very popular in Italy and was published and distributed in the U.S. during the fall of 2016 by CMON Games.

His latest graphic novel La Terra dei Figli (“The Lands of the Sons”) was published to much critical acclaim at the end of October 2016. 

Currently, Gipi he lives in Rome with his wife.
DEJAN NENADOV (RS/nl)
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Dejan Nenadov was born in 1966, in Novi Sad, Serbia. He studied at the Educational Center for design, and afterwards at the Academy of Arts in his home city. After the graduation, he had his specialization at the Academy of Fine Arts in Oslo. For a long time he lived in Amsterdam.

His affection for the comic art, and art in general, was manifested very early. He published his first comics in high school and in the most prestigious domestic comics magazines, such as Yu Strip Magazine and Stripoteka. Some of them were later republished abroad. He won many important awards for young authors, but also the prestigious award for best contemporary comics, given by magazine Vidici. He was also the winner of the Golden Pen of Belgrade.

After the appearance of the album Elazar, consisted of five linked stories, critics included him among the most important domestic comics artists. His comics have been characterized as an “intellectual compound of comics and literature”, a fact that earned him Zaharije Orfelin award for his contribution in connecting these two expressive media. His rhythmic drawing, at the same time playful, but also full of references to culture, makes his graphic expression both distinctive and powerful.

Shortly after leaving the country in 1991, he ceased to be actively engaged in comics, and in the next decade and a half he devoted his career to painting. He returned to the comics scene only in 2007, after receiving the invitation to continue the series Arcanes for French publisher Delcourt. In the next nine years he did twelve books in four separate series. He often claims that the return to his old love refreshed him and that he is still very happy to be active on the comics scene.
Olivier Dobremel – DOBBS (FR)
Born in France in 1972, Olivier Dobremel (aka “Dobbs”) started to write scripts for RPG, video games and comic books, while he was studying sociology. Back then, when he was a teacher of cinematography, he signed his first comics contracts for some biographies of serial killers and several thrillers. After that, he was provided by Soleil with opportunity to work on several mini-series in the fantasy & horror / adventure genres (Loki, Allan Quatermain, Alamo, Mr. Hyde vs. Frankenstein and [image: image4.jpg]


Scotland Yard). Most of them were translated into Italian, Spanish, German and English.

Later, he wrote a one-shot story for Ankama set in the universe of famous video game Dofus. He also participated in the voluminous collection of adaptations of the stories written by Sci-Fi author Stefan Wul. After his collaboration with Serbian artist Darko Perović on Alamo, he joined the collective Serbian-French publication Frontlines, published by Belgrade based System Comics and the French Institute in Belgrade.

Recently, he began to work for Glénat on a collection of adaptations of H.G. Wells’ novels: The Time Machine, The War of the Worlds, The Invisible Man and The Island of Doctor Moreau. He is now setting on a new challenge: to write a book about his first passion – cinema.

NICOLAS GRIVEL (FR), Guest of Komiko Publishing, Novi Sad
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Born and raised in North Eastern France, Nicolas Grivel is a literary agent. He began his publishing career in 2003 as a senior editor for French manga publisher Pika – Hachette. He now owns an agency (Nicolas Grivel Agency) specialized in the sale of rights of bande dessinée, comics, graphic novels in creation and in translation around the world. 

He has sold in English graphic novels such as Ariol by Emmanuel Guibet and Marc Boutavant, Today is the last day of the rest of your life by Ulli Lust, Sam Zabel & The Magic Pen by Dylan Horrocks, The Realist by Asaf Hanuka, Jim Curious by Matthias Picard, Ghetto Brother by Julian Voloj & Claudia Ahelering, Climate Changed by Philippe Squarzoni, A Game for Swallows by Zeina Abirached, An Iranian Metamorphosis by Mana Neyestani, First Man by Simon Schwartz, Peplum by Blutch, Incidents in the night by David B, etc. 

The goal of Nicolas Grivel Agency is to represent and to push demanding works which make the readers think. Nicolas is casting a wide net for all kinds of graphic stories. He’s also scouting comics and artists for the American studio Laika as well, and he’s teaching classes in two French Universities and doing lectures in various universities or events, such as Beijing Film Academy, Hanghzou Festival, Ligatura (Poznan), Budapest Book Fair, Warsaw Book Fair and others.
VJERAN & VIBOR JUHAS (HR)
Comics club from Pula and launch of album Mr. Joe
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Comics Club Mrkli Mrak (“Pitch Darkness”) allows visitors to familiarize themselves with the world of comics and to look at recent publications on the domestic and foreign markets. Here, you can get acquainted with the various genres and forms of art applied in the creation of comics. You can find out which comics editions are highly ranked among the critics and why it is so, and you can get insight into other particulars about comics you might be interested in. There is no loan, and no sale option, but there is no membership fee either. Everyone is welcome. The goal is to create a community of fans of comic art, and to provide them with a place to exchange advice, thoughts, experiences and ideas.
Vibor and Vjeran Juhas spent most of their lives as brothers. They live and work in Pula, Croatia, although many do not understand why. They say that comics are their great love because that is how it must be. The album Mr. Joe is their first comics. The year is 1890. Heinrich Schliman is a German pioneer of archeology. Germany has colonies in Africa. Groucho Marx, Agatha Christie and H.P. Lovecraft are born in the same year. Probably some other people as well. These facts are true. However, what is happening in this story is a history that few people know about; а history so incredible that we refuse to admit it happened; а history no one dares to talk about. Therefore, it is transmitted in the form of comics. And for Mr. Joe, this is just another adventure. It is a moment for you to get to know this tacit history; a moment for you to meet Mr. Joe.
FILM AND ANIMATION:
ANDRIJANA RUŽIĆ: ANIMATED FILMS OF ŠPELA ČADEŽ (SI), lecture / screening 
Honest(ly) animated world of Špela Čadež
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Špela Čadež (1977, Slovenia) is an independent director and producer of animated films. After graduating in Graphic Design in Ljubljana, Slovenia, she continued her studies at the Academy of Media Arts in Cologne, Germany. With the first two puppet films, Zasukanec (2004) and Lovesick (2007), animated and produced in Germany, she won several international awards in the category of student competition. Since 2008 Špela has been working as an independent director and producer. The third short film Boles (2013) has won 50 international awards and nominations. Špela's latest film in a cut-out technique Nočna ptica (2016) has already won numerous awards on the most important international animation festivals and we will have a privilege to screen it in Serbia for the first time!

Špela's emotionally involving films have the power of beautifully told stories filled with mixture of reality and fantasy. The convincing atmospheres from her films are the result of patiently crafted puppets and props put in extremely detailed settings with the right light effects, good timing and editing. Often shot in close-up, Špela's seducing, fragile and dreamy puppets enchant the audience with their big eyes, long slender fingers and sleepwalking moves. The author selects the topics close to her personal sensibility (love, creation process, loneliness, daydreaming) that evolve in a personal synthesis of formal elements and the narrative form. The success her films gained throughout the world has favored also the status of animation, an extremely lonely and marginalized art, in her native Slovenia. When you listen or read her interviews, you realize that the key words this smiling animator uses when talking about her profession are: honesty, love for work, perseverance, good story, challenge. So, welcome to the honest(ly) animated world of Špela Čadež!

Andrijana Ružić
At the Festival, the following films of Špela Čadež will be screened: Mate to Measure - 6:50 min / Lovesick (2007) - 9 min / Boles (2013) - 12 min / Nighthawk - 8:45 min 

EXCERPTS FROM THE PROGRAM OF THE FESTIVAL:
ZORAN DJUKANOVIC:

70 YEARS OF LUCKY LUKE – TWO STORYTELLING GENIUSES  RENÉ GOSCINNY & MORRIS, lecture
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All of the three most important comics scripted by René Goscinny - Asterix, Iznogoud, and Lucky Luke, possess a formal framework, repeated throughout episodes. Changeable are the brilliant variations within the thus set framework. In the Lucky Luke, Goscinny and Morris showed superior mastery in paraphrasing myths of the Wild West. Through their creative work, although they rendered the mythological basis meaningless, they inasmuch ironically upgraded these myths. When the whole corpus of forty albums, belonging to the golden period of their collaboration is taken into account, it is particularly surprising how much attention was paid to the study of the group behavior or, in simpler terms, the psychology of the masses. Variations of the adventures with a bunch represent a collection of valuable sketches of authoritarianism and power. Throughout this novel emerge a gallery of famous historical figures and parodically styled cameo appearance of famous actors.
SPECIAL AWARDS AND PRIZES:
SPECIAL AWARD FOR GENERAL CONTRIBUTION TO SERBIAN COMIC STRIP

Winner: Marko STOJANOVIĆ (1978), Leskovac, Serbia
Marko Stojanović (Leskovac, 1978) finished Gymnasium in Leskovac and afterwards graduated English language and literature from the Faculty of Philosophy in Niš. He lives and works in Leskovac, as a teacher of English language in an elementary school. He started to work on comics and their translations in 1995 (Hellboy, Hardboiled, Raptors, Sky Doll). 

He exhibited his works on many exhibitions in Serbia, Macedonia, Bulgaria, Croatia, Montenegro and Russia. He is the scriptwriter of the following albums: Max Debris (French publisher Y.I.L. issued it in 2016 under the title Max Debris 1: Confession d’un véritable faussaire), Crne duše (“Black Souls”), Postelja od gloga (“The Bed of [image: image9.jpg]


Hawthorn”), as well as those belonging to the two series Vekovnici (“Eons”) and Beskrvni (“Bloodless”): Rekvijem (“Requiem”), Pasji životi (“Dog Lives”), Prah (“Dust”), Pepeo (“Ashes”), Bajka i druge istine (“Fairytale and the other Truths”), Mrtva straža (“Deathwatch”), Duhovi u boci (“Ghosts in a Bottle”), Čudovišta (“Monsters”), Zla krv (“Bad Blood”), Na kraju krajeva (“After All”), Kainov soj (“Cain’s Stock”) and Zemlja Čuda (“Wanderland”). French publishing house Septieme Choc issued his six albums: Le Dico des Hommes, Le Dico des Femmes, Les 69 secrets à savoir sur les Femmes, Les 69 secrets à savoir sur les Hommes, Savoir bien s’y prendre pour tout obtenir de lui! i Savoir bien s’y prendre pour tout obtenir d’elle!, while one – Croix Sanglante, which Stojanović produced in collaboration with Dražen Kovačević and Dan Ianos, has been released by Delcourt. 

His comics and texts about the ninth art have been published in magazines at home and abroad. He is the author of the two books containing essays about comics: Južnjačka Uteha (“Southern Comfort”, 2009) i Stripovanje (“Comicking”, 2017).  He edited and published the following monographs: Leskovački strip 1950-2010 (“Leskovac comics 1950-2010”), 20 godina Leskovačke škole stripa (“20 Years of the Leskovac Comics School”) and Zaječarski strip (“Zaječar comics”). He edited four thematic volumes in the Niš based magazine Gradina, and wrote over three hundred weekly columns for the internet portals Strip Vesti (“Comics News”) and UPPS. He was the editor of the comics section in cultural magazine Think Tank from Leskovac. Since 2001, he is the editor-in-chief of comics magazine Strip Pressing from Niš. Starting from the autumn 1995, he is the leader of the Leskovac comics school Nikola Mitrović Kokan. Also, he is the creator and since July 1998 organizer of the Balkan Comics Festival for Young Artists. He organized around one hundred comics exhibitions, launches and public classes in his hometown. 

He received over sixty awards for his work, among them the first prize of Politikin Zabavnik magazine, several awards at International Comics Festival in Belgrademm including the Grand Prix of the Festival in 2011, the Grand Prix at seventh and twelfth Comics festival in Veles, Macedonia, award Kragujevački pobednik, five awards of Stripoteka magazine, three October awards of the city of Leskovac, prize Nikola Mitrović Kokan for best young scriptwriter in 2000 and 2004, as well as for best comics theorist in 2007, recognition for his contributions to the Macedonian comics scene as well as plaque Aleksandar Dankov for his contribution to the Bulgarian comics. He was a member of many juries at home and abroad.  
Slobodan Ivkov 

 “SREĆKO JOVANOVIĆ” –   AWARD OF DEČJE NOVINE DOSITEJ PUBLISHING HOUSE AND GORNJI MILANOVAC MUNICIPALITY

Winner: Nikola MASLOVARA - MASLI, Gornji Milanovac, Serbia
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He was born in 1946 in the town of Odžaci. He graduated from the College of Pedagogy in Novi Sad, Department of Arts. Since 1979, he lives in Gornji Milanovac, where he worked as art director in the comics department of Dečje Novine publishing. Together with his colleagues M. Stevanović and M. Petković, he founded Den Art publishing house, which publishes two magazines for children – Dečji odmor and Zvrk. Since 2007, he leads workshop titled Little school of animation in a public library in Kraljevo.

He pubished his first caricatures in 1969, while his first comics appeared two years later in the Kuriri edition. Eigth years later he created the FONS group, together with Milan Bukovac and humorist Vojislav Ratković. He created many comics: The Prince Marko, Detective Easygoing, Fioux, Fat Croquejet, Stupidzan and many others. For some time, he worked intensively on licenced comics: Pink Panther, Tom & Jerry, Muppet Babies, Felix the Cat and Il Grande Black. He also scripted the comics Mickey Mouse and the Head of Steel, drawn by Zdravko Zupan. During 1988, together with Slaviša Ćirović, Brana Nikolić and Zupan, he became a member of the famous quartet that worked on the domestic series Yupi-stars.

In France, he won the third prize for his comic Homo anticus in 1979. He also won several awards for caricature: Icarus (1973), gran prix of the Borba newspaper (1979), first award at the festival of jazz caricature in Belgrade (1997) and the Golden Helmet in Kruševac (2007).

AWARD FOR THE BEST PUBLISHER OF DOMESTICALLY ORIGINATED COMICS 2016/2017
Winner: KOMIKO, Novi Sad
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Komiko publishing house was founded in 2009 in Novi Sad, with an aim to publish and to present primarily domestic comics artists and their works. Both classic (edition The Golden Age: A Time travel through the world of the Serbian comics) and contemporary authors (edition The contemporary Serbian comics) are represented. Besides, Komiko positioned itself as a publisher of modern graphic novels made by worldwide known artists such as Jacques Tardi, Daniel Clowes, Didier Comѐs, Baru and Mazzucchelli; also those created by the most renowned authors of the younger generation, including Nicholas de Crécy, Simon Bisly, Gipi, Craig Thompson, Manuele Fior, Frederick Peters and Reinhard Kleist. The alternative comics scene is not neglected, and quite different edge aesthetics is represented by the edition The Comics of Robert Crumb, dedicated to the founder of the American underground comics, as well as by works of Gilbert Shelton, Norvegian lone wolf Jason and Scandiavian sensation Rocky by Martin Kellerman. Due attention is dedicated to the classics such as Popeye by E. C. Segar, The Medieval Castle by Harold Foster and the most renowned British comics Judge Dredd. In the future, our intention is to expand our publishing activities through the editions of the great masters of art Juan Jimenez and Valentin Sécher.
AWARD FOR THE BEST PUBLISHER OF FOREIGN COMICS EDITIONS IN SERBIA 2016/2017
Winner:  DARKWOOD, Belgrade
With great success, Darkwood publishing house revitalizes domestic comics publishing and what is even more important, after the “years eaten by locusts”, it successfully introduces the comics as a medium to the younger generation of readers. Over the past seven years, all of the most important schools of comics have been brought to the local readers, from Italian Bonelli, via French-Belgian (BD) production, American superhero comics and graphic novels, to the Japanese manga editions. Darkwood also publishes comics of domestic authors, reprints of the earlier well-known series, as well as works of lesser-known scriptwriters and artists. Each of the aforementioned schools of comics has been adequately treated in the publishing activities. There are dozens of editions adapted to the published titles, distinguished by the specific look and characterized by a variety of different bindings, formats and types of paper. It is especially important that due to the efforts of Darkwood the oldest domestic comics magazine Stripoteka continued its existence, simultaneously finding the balance between keeping the old faithful readers and attracting new ones. Darkwood has released over four hundred titles so far! Co-operation with all of the world's largest publishers has been established, including Marvel, DC, Dark Horse, Panini, Bonelli, Casterman, Shueisha, Shogakukan and Kodansha. As a result of everything above-mentioned, in the last several years the situation on the domestic comic scene improved significantly. At last, this kind of literature received the treatment it deserves, while at the same time retaining the freshness that has always fascinated the fans of popular culture.
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ANNIVERSARIES OF SERBIAN COMICS SCENE:
85 years since the launch of VESELI ČETVRTAK magazine and appearance of MICKEY MOUSE in Serbian comics

Mickey Mouse emerged as a character in the animated film on November 1, 1928. Shortly afterwards, these movies, such as Plane Crazy and Trader Mickey, were screened in Serbian cinema, and with the great success. First comic strip with Mickey was premiered in the USA on January 13, 1930 and less than two years later, on January 7, 1932, he appeared as a comic character in the newly established Belgrade based magazine Veseli Četvrtak (“Cheerful Thursday”). However, he did not [image: image13.jpg]R
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appear in the original form of the Disney studio. The Serbian Adventures of Mickey Mouse (His name in Serbian was Mika miš) were drawn by Ivan Šenšin, Serbian artist of Russian origin and the total of 624 cadres published in newspaper color, were scripted in verses by Božidar Kovačević and Svetislav B. Lazić. Besides Mickey, in Veseli Četvrtak, edited by Jelena Zrnić and Grgur Kostić, were also published Katzenjammer Kids, Felix the Cat, Oscar Jacobson’s Adamson and other popular comics of the era.

Slobodan Ivkov

80 years since the launch of VESELI ZABAVNIK magazine 

[image: image14.jpg]


Magazine Veseli Zabavnik (“Cheerful Funnypaper”) was launched on February 20, 1937. Its publisher was Aleksandar J. Ivković, while editor-in-chief was Milutin S. Ignjačević. On its pages were published Felix the Cat, The Nickel-Plated-Feet Gang, Popeye, Max Fleischer's Betty Boop, Laurel and Hardy, Charlie Chaplin's Comic Capers. Also, comics of domestic authors appeared on its pages, among them Kića, created by Đorđe – Đuka Janković. Most of the latter were unsigned.

Slobodan Ivkov

65 years since the relaunch of Politikin Zabavnik  magazine

The first issue of Belgrade based magazine Politikin Zabavnik was printed on February 28, 1939. Initially it was published twice a week, on Tuesdays and Fridays. Until the Nazi occupation in April 1941, the total number of 220 issues was printed. During the war, the magazine ceased to exist and only at the end of 1951, the then director of Politika, Vladislav Ribnikar, gathered several journalists in order to relaunch it. The official editor-in-chief was Stojiljko Stojiljković, but, according to the testimony of the renowned comics historian Zdravko Zupan, unofficial and real editor of the magazine was Kosta Stepanović. New Politikin Zabavnik, bearing no. 1, was released on January 5, 1952 in the same format and printing technique as before the war, but it was published only on Saturdays, as a weekly. On its eight pages, the dominant place belonged to Disney comics. After January 6, 1968, Politikin Zabavnik started to appear in newsmagazine format. His editor at that time became Nikola Lekić, who was also a comics scriptwirter. He was replaced in the early seventies by Živorad Stojanović, who was in turn followed by Rade Šoškić, Vladmir Bulatović Vib, Darko Ribnikar and finally Zefirino Grassi, who is the longest running editor-in-chief of the magazine – for almost three decades. During the crisis of the nineties, when almost all other comics magazines in Serbia ceased to exist, Politikin Zabavnik was the only place where international commercial comics were still published on a regular basis, once a week. During the almost eighty years of its existence, probably there is not a single important worldwide comics, or the author, that was omitted on the pages of this magazine. 
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Slobodan Ivkov

40 years since the first comics exhibitions in Serbia
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First exhibition of original comics tables in Serbia, accompanied by a printed catalog, was announced at the end of 1969 by Belgrade based Politikin Zabavnik magazine. The call for participation appeared in the early 1970, and it was planned to include commercial comics of domestic authors. However, the оriginal documentation and redaction of the magazine was destroyed in the fire accident, which on March 30, 1970, swept through the building of the Politika company. Thus, the project was canceled. It was only seven years later, in February 1977, that the first such exhibition took place in the building of the Student Cultural Center, Belgrade. Titled Fiction, Comics, Society, the exhibition was accompanied by 36 page voluminous catalog that included theoretical studies of Ljubomir Kljakić and Jerko Denegri. The exhibition consisted of more than a hundred of photocopied tables, created by most renowned world artists, and the original tables of domestic ones. The catalog included reproduced tables of Raymond, McCay, Marvel’s Mighty Tor, Barbarella, Valentina, but also the works of Moebius, Druillet and Crumb. In May of the same year, the exhibition was tranferred to the House of Culture in Serbian city of Čačak, being simultaneously enriched by another exhibition – Study of a New Comic, edited by writer Milenko Pajić and painter Vladimir Dunjić.

Slobodan Ivkov
25 years since the launch of the comics magazine Throne
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At the beginning of the crisis in ex-Yugoslavia, in December 1992, Orbis publishing owned by Aleksandar Dramićanin, published the first issue of the comics magazine Throne (In Serbian: Tron). Its editor-in-chief was Dragan Savić. The circulation was 5.000 copies, and the magazine was being sold only in the bookstores in Belgrade and Novi Sad, omitting newsstands altogether. In June 1995, ninth and last issue of Throne was published. The magazine dedicated most of its pages to the younger generation of Serbian artists, Milovan Jovanović, who was one of them, tried to revive it as a magazine in a larger format and under the name Megathrone. However, after several issues in the second half of the nineties it finally ceased to exist.

Slobodan Ivkov
25 years of Đorđe Lobačev School OF comics and illustration 
Although largely informally organized and outside the institutions, unregistered as a legal entity, without a permanent seat (often moving between various private owned or leased spaces, including the Brothers Stamenković Cultural Center, The Pioneers Hall, Student Cultural Center and Children Cultural Center), and without a published textbook, program or the strategy, this Belgrade based school of comics and illustration, led by an artist Vladimir Vesović (Belgrade, 1956), who graduated from Graphics department at the Academy of Arts in Novi Sad, from its very beginnings up to this day provided the opportunity to the young and older beginners to gather, communicate with each other, exchange information, exhibit and publish their works, and to practice and improve their skills. The activities of the school are based on education, exhibition program and support to the most talented students. From 1996 onwards, the school bears the name of the famous Serbian comic artist Đorđe Lobačev (Yuriy Lobachev, 1909-2002). Many of domestic artists, recognized at home and abroad, attended the school during the past quarter century. 
Slobodan Ivkov
15 years of the INTERNATIONAL COMICS FESTIVAL, SKC BELGRADE
10 YEARS OF THE COMICS SERIES VEKOVNICI
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Vekovnici (“Eons”) is an award-winning adventure comics series, scripted by Marko Stojanović. It revolves around two accidental partners, mysterious vampire Chen and immortal Prince Marko, who in the late eighteenth century Europe cross their paths with mythological creatures, such as vampires, dogheads and infernal horsemen, but also historical persons, including Mozart, Miloš Obilić, Stevan Sinđelić, and literary characters, among them Till Eulenspiegel, Doctor Faustus, D’Artagnan, Frankenstein and many others. The series initially appeared in 2007, on the pages of Politikin Zabavnik, but continued its existence in the separate albums issued by Belgrade based publisher System Comics (the albums issued so far are: Rekvijem / “Requiem”, Pasji životi / “Dog Lives”, Prah / “Dust”, Pepeo / “Ashes”, Bajka i druge istine / “The Fairytale and the Other Truths”, Duhovi u boci / “Ghosts in a Bottle” and Čudovišta / “Monsters”). In 2015 it was another publisher from Belgrade, Darkwood, who became the general distributor of Vekovnici and Beskrvni (“Bloodless”), a similar series about vampires, but chronologically and spatially more localized. The scriptwriter collaborated on the series with almost 200 artists and illustrators from Serbia, Croatia, Slovenia, Romania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Montenegro, Macedonia, Greece, Spain, Slovakia, Turkey, Germany, Russia and Brazil. Among these artists are RM Guéra, Igor Kordey, Darko Perović, Vladimir Krstić Laci, Dejan Nenadov, Branislav Kerac, Goran Sudžuka, Milorad Vicanović Maza, Lazo Sredanović, Dražen Kovačević, Dalibor Talajić, Milan Jovanović, Leonid Pilipović, Aleksandar Sotirovski, Mirko Čolak, Cristian Pacurariu, Aleksa Gajić, Bernard Köllé, Kristos Stampulis, Petar Stanimirov, Iztok Sitar, Stevan Subić, Robert Bob Solanović, Svetlin Velinov, Adrian Barbu, Martin Plsko, Boris Talijančić, Toni Fejzula, Dan Ianos, Dmitry Narozhny, Vambertto Nikomeides, Ayşe Irem Aktaş, and Mihajlo Dimitrievski The Mičo.
Slobodan Ivkov
MORE INFO:

www.salonstripaskc.rs
http://www.facebook.com/comicsfest
srecnagalerija@gmail.com
